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{ abstract )

In 1603, Teyasu Tokugawa established a feudal government (bakufu) in Edo. He soon realized that the governing
a country in peacetime should be conducted according to a doctrine of administration based on moral and humanity,
not to a doctrine of the government by military power, which lead to the principle of rule by virtue of the
sovereign. He found its solution in the learning of Confucianism and Neo—Confucianism. Ieyasu thereby reached
a conclusion that persons who engage in politics should be well-educated. He himself learned a lot from Seika
Fujiwara, top Confucianist, and also from Fujiwara’ s follower Razan Hayashi and acquired profound knowledge
about Confucianism. He had a later son (10" son) Yorinobu, and cherished and raised him with great care
keeping him always by his side. Yorinobu was, thereby, greatly influenced by Ieyasu’ s thought and philosophy
about governing a country and also about learning.

In 1619, Yorinobu was transferred to Kishu from Sunpu. This was the beginning of Kishu Tokugawa family
Around 1635, he started Confucianism education, sending his subjects to famous scholars of Confucianism he had
employed and brought to Kishu, which is thought to be the oldest education in the history of Confucious
education in local domains.

Lords after Yorinobu were all influenced by him and succeeded to his scholarly policy. 1In 1713, Yoshimune
(the 5" lord, later the 8™ shogun ) established a domain school (Hankou) open to both his subjects and common
people. Owing to his progressive and liberal thought, the education in Kishu was greatly developed and highly
evaluated by many scholars. His school was of course extremely old as a domain school, one of the early twelve
schools in history.

Harutomi, the 10" lord, was by far enthusiastic in the educational administration. He founded a legitimate
domain school (Gakushukann), making school regulations, close curriculum and evaluation system, inviting lots
of prominent Confucian scholars and Ancient Japanese language scholars. He also founded a medical school,
majoring not only in Chinese herbal medicine but also in Dutch medicine, which is considered to be the first

school in history to teach western surgery. The foundation of western medical school by Tokugawa bakufu was 63
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years after the medical school in Kishu. Judging from this fact, we can safely admit the education in Kishu
was so innovative and progressive by all means. This fact, I’ m sure, owes so much to the progressiveness and
scholarly mind of Tokugawa family. Thereby medicine, especially surgery in Kishu was surpassing by all means
to say nothing of Seishu Hanaoka’s operation by anesthesiology

Mochitsugu (the 14" lord) also played an important role in the promotion of the education. He built a domain
school to study Confucianism and Neo—Confucianism, as well as martial arts in order to cope with the advancement
and emergency of the western powers. He also built a western science school to study European culture,
language, technology and other natural sciences. Needless to say, schools were all open to the public

We can, therefore, conclude that the promotion and prevalence of education in Kishu in Edo period owes so

greatly to the progressiveness, innovative mind and enthusiastic thought on education of Kishu Tokugawa family
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