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Its Role as the Foundation for the Modern Public

Education started in Meiji-era)
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Tsuyoshi Kimoto

{abstract)

In Edo period (1603-1867) Tokugawa Shogunate (bakufu) positioned Confucianism (Jugaku), especially
Neo—Confucianism (Shushigaku) as the core of learning and education. Confucianism is a philosophical
wisdom and code founded by Confucius and other Confucians in ancient China. It is a philosophical
teaching regarding ethical code and value in human life. Confucian ethics like humanity and justice
and loyalty to master and filial piety thus became the central core in the education of Edo—era.

Ieyasu Tokugawa, founder of Edo Shogunate, now civilian—government oriented in mind, came to put so
much value on learning and education for the ruling class. He himself began to learn from Seika
Fujiwara, the prominent scholar of Confucianism, and also from Razan Hayashi, top follower of
Fujiwara school. He fully understood that the learning is indispensable in ruling the country,
consequently the study of Confucianism and Neo—Confucianism were inevitably recommended. In 1797,
Tokugawa bakufu opened Shoheizaka Gakumonnsho, government supported school, where mainly Neo-
Confucianism was taught for the shogunate vassals and later also for the retainers dispatched from
local domains. This played a leading role in propagating Confucianism throughout the country. After
the government school, innumerable number of local domain schools (Hankou) were being established
(over 300 schools), where Confucianism, especially Neo—Confucianism were mainly taught. Of course,

before Shoheizaka school, over 120 domain schools had been founded by the progressive lords who
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were enthusiastic about education, like Mitsumasa Ikeda in Okayama and Masayuki Hoshina in Aizu,
who had been much influenced by the belief in the Confucian learning of Ieyasu Tokogawa.

The Confucian education was fully taken over to the modern public education in the Meiji Restoration.
The Imperial Rescript on Education was drafted by prominent Confucian scholars. The moral discipline
(shushin) was compiled according to the Confucian moral codes. Chinese classics, which includes
lots of Confucian and Neo—Confucian teaching materials, was one of the four major subjects in the
curriculum. And Government schools were transformed into colleges and university, and many of domain
schools into middle and high schools. So it is safely said that the education in Edo period played
the significant role in starting the modern public education both in soft and hard ware phases. We
can, therefore, conclude that the modern public education conducted in the Meiji Restoration was
successfully achieved owing to the education in Edo period, government schools, local domain schools
over 400 schools, and also private schools (Shijyuku) and temple elementary schools (Terakoya),
though last two of which shall not be referred to here in this paper, but in another paper later

on.
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